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Joining the library. 

 

Joining the library is easy and free! 
 
To join the library you need: 
·  Proof of identification, such as a passport, a driving licence or a 

bank card. 
·  Proof of address, such as a bank statement, benefit book or utility 

bill. 
 
Take two of those things with you to the library when you want to join. 
 

 Who can you ask about joining the library? 
 What questions will you ask? 

 
 Put these words in order to make a question: 

 
 

______   ______   __   ________   ______   ______________ 

Ws/E1.1   Ws/E2.1  Ws/E2.3 Ws/E3.3   Rt/E3.1 
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Leeds Library and Information Service. 
These are some of the libraries in Leeds. 
 

 Arrange each column into alphabetical order. 
 
Holbeck Farsley Yeadon Chapeltown 

Headingley Rothwell Kippax Holt Park 

Seacroft Burley Oakwood Morley 

Whinmoor Gildersome Otley Belle Isle 

Pudsey Boston Spa Hunslet Middleton 

Beeston Moor Allerton Kirkstall Armley 

1. 1. 1. 1. 

2. 2. 2. 2. 

3. 3. 3. 3. 

4. 4. 4. 4. 

5. 5. 5. 5. 

6. 6. 6. 6. 

 
 Which library is closest to you? 

 
For the full addresses and telephone numbers for any of these 
libraries, go to www.leeds.gov.uk/libraries  
 
 

 Look up your local library and write down the addre ss and 
telephone number: 

 
 

Rw/E3.4    Rt/E3.7   Rt/E3.5 



 4 

Finding books in the library.  
 
We try to arrange books in libraries so that you can find what you 
want. There are two main types of books: 

 
Fiction books. These are stories or novels. They are often split into 
different kinds of stories, such as Crime, Horror or Fantasy. They are 
usually arranged in alphabetical order by the author’s last name. 
 
Look on the fiction shelves to find books by the following authors. 
Write the title of one of the books you find next to the author’s name: 
 

 Robert Ludlum   ……………………… ………… 

 Joanna Trollope …………………………………  

 John Grisham   …………………………………  

 Mary Jane Staples  …....……………………………  

 
Non-fiction books. These are books about real subjects or facts. 
They are arranged using a subject number. For example, all books 
about sports have the number 796. Then they are split into smaller 
topics, so books on football are at 796.334. 
 
Look on the non-fiction  shelves to find books with the following 
numbers on the spine. Write the subject of the book next to the 
number: 

 641  ……………………………….. 

 770  ……………………………….. 

 914  ……………………………….. 

 510  ………………………………..   

Rt/E3.5     Rw/E3.4    N1/E3.1 
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The library catalogue.  
 
To look for books you can use the library  catalogue . You can also 
use the catalogue to look for CDs, DVDs, videos and Talking Books.  
 
The catalogue is on-line at: 
http://librarycatalogue.leedslearning.net/TalisPrism/ 
 
You can search for things in different ways.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Then click the Search button. 
 

Use the library catalogue to answer the following q uestions:  
 
Using the title search: 

 Who wrote Bleachers?  ……………………………….. 

 Who wrote Holes?   ……………………………….. 

 
Using the author search: 

 How many titles can you find in the catalogue written by the 
author Irvine Welsh?    

 
 How many titles can you find in the catalogue written by the 
author Anne Rice?    

 
Using the keyword search: 

 At what number in non-fiction would you find a book about 
judo? 

 
 At what number in non-fiction would you find a book about 
plumbing?  

 

If you know 
which book you 
are looking for, 
type the author 
and title in 
these boxes.  
 

Or you can type 
the subject you 
are looking for 
in the keyword 
box. 

 

 

 

 

Rt/E3.5   Rt/L1.4 
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Children’s library.   
 
Libraries are amazing places for children and young people, and 
every library has a special children’s area. 

 
Children can join a library from birth and get their own library card. 
With this, they can borrow from a wide range of story and information 
books.  
 
In the children’s section you will find: 
·  Early Years – books for babies and toddlers. 
·  Stories with pictures – for children aged 5-11. 
·  Stepping Stones – for children starting to read on their own. 
·  Stories – for readers aged 7-11. 
·  Stories Plus – for readers aged 11+ 
·  Story tapes – for car journeys or quieter moments at home. 
·  Children’s videos and DVDs are available at some libraries for a 

small hire charge. 
 

 If you have children, or younger brothers or sister s, see if 
you can find a book they would enjoy. 

 
Also in, or near, the children’s section parents and carers will find 
‘Family Matters’ . These are books to use with children to introduce 
them to new events, new feelings and other things they may come 
across. This might be a new baby in the family or starting school. 
 

Rt/E2.1     Rt/E3.1    Rt/E3.5 
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Bookstart.   

 
Bookstart gives young children and their families free packs of books. 
There are also tips and ideas for parents on how to enjoy sharing 
books with their children.  
 
Families with young children receive their packs of books at three key 
stages in their child’s early years: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Ask at your local library for more information abou t 
Bookstart. 

 

The Bookstart canvas bag   
includes two board books and a book 
of nursery rhymes.  
 
Packs are usually given out to babies 
at around 7 to 9 months. 

The bright red Bookstart  satchel  
includes two books, a colouring pad 
and crayons. 
 
The satchel is for toddlers aged 18–30 
months. 

The Bookstart Treasure Chest  
includes two picture books, a set of 
stickers, a colouring pad and coloured 
pencils. 
The Treasure chest is for children aged 
36–48 months. 
 

Rt/E2.1    Rt/E3.1    Rt/ L1.1   SLc/E2.2    SLc/E3.4 



 8 

Children’s activities.   
 
You will find a wide range of activities for children in libraries.  
 
Rhyme Times and Story Times – for pre-school children and their 
parents/carers. They last about 30 minutes and include a mixture of 
stories and rhymes. They are designed to stimulate young children 
and to be lots of fun!  
 
Holiday events –  with stories, games, crafts and fun for older 
children in the school holidays. 
 
Summer Reading Challenge –  every summer, all children in Leeds 
are invited to take part in the Summer Reading Challenge. In return 
for visiting the library and reading books, they get special rewards 
such as stickers and pens. If they finish the challenge, they get a 
certificate and a medal. 
 

 
Children’s and Family Readers Groups – children, parents and 
carers meet to share books they have enjoyed together. They look at 
new books, listen to each other read stories, have authors and 
storytellers come to visit and enjoy all sorts of other activities such as 
singing, crafts and using the computers. 
 
Homework Help sessions – library staff help children with that 
difficult homework question. They can also help children to develop 
independent learning and information skills. 
 

 Have a look on the library notice board. Are there any 
library events for children? If so, write down the date, times 
and details.  

 If there isn’t anything on the notice board, try lo oking 
online at www.leeds.gov.uk/libraryevents   

Rt/E2.1    Rt/E3.1    Rt/L1.1   Rt/E3.7    Wt/E2.1 
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More than books…  
 

·  If you haven’t been to a library before, you might think libraries 
are full of books and nothing else.  

·  Libraries do have lots of books, but they have lots of other 
things too! 

 
Music: 
Four libraries across Leeds have CD collections. 
There are thousands of CDs that you can borrow. 
People who can’t use printed books may borrow 
CDs free of charge.  
 
Films: 
Some libraries have DVDs and videos. There is a hire charge to 
borrow DVDs and videos. You must be over 16 to use this service. 
 
Talking books:  
Books on cassette and on CD. The wide choice includes popular 
fiction, romances, crime and mysteries, classics, war, humour and 
drama. They can be played on any cassette or CD player.  

 
Talking Books can be borrowed free of charge by 
adults and young people who have difficulty with the 
printed word. 
 
 

If your library doesn’t have all of these things, you can order them. 
Just ask a member of staff or use the catalogue to order them on-line:  
http://librarycatalogue.leedslearning.net/TalisPrism/ 
 

 The four libraries in Leeds that have CD collection s are: 
Otley, Headingley, Central and Moor Allerton.  

 List these libraries in alphabetical order:  
1.  

2.  

3.  

4. 

Rt/E2.1   Rt/E3.1   Rt/L1.1    Rw/E2.5   Rw/E3.4 
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Languages.  
 

Libraries have things to help you improve your English or to help you 
learn another language: 

·  Talking Books,  
·  large print books,  
·  books in other languages,  
·  language courses on tape or CD. 

 
Things to look for: 
 

Does your library have a World Languages  section? If you can’t 
find it, ask a member of staff. 

 What languages are in this collection? 
 Can you find any books in your own language or in a  
language you would like to learn? 

 
Does your library have a ‘learning languages’  shelf in the non-
fiction section? If you can’t find it, ask a member of staff. 
There may be things here to help improve your English, including 
language courses or books about grammar. 

 Is there anything that you would like to borrow tod ay? 

Does your library have a Talking Books  section? If you can’t find 
it, ask a member of staff. 
These are books read onto tape or CD. They can be a very good 
way of improving your English. 

 How much does it cost to hire a talking book?  
 
 
 

SLc/E2.2  SLc/E3.4    Rt/E3.5   Rt/E3.7 
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Using computers in the library. 
 
·  Free high-speed internet access is available in every library in 

Leeds.  
·  If you don’t know how to use a computer, we can show you. 

Just book onto one of our learning sessions.  
·  You can book onto as many sessions as you need.  

 
Look for the list of learning sessions in the library.  

 When is the next learning session in your library? 
 
 
 
To use a library computer, you will need your library card number and 
your PIN. A PIN is a number that tells the library computers who you 
are. Ask a member of staff if you do not know your PIN. 

 
As well as computers, some libraries have scanners, webcams and 
software to edit your photos. Other software will read out the words 
on the screen or help you with your spelling.  
 
You can book a computer in any library in Leeds. Go to the computer 
bookings website at: http://librarybookings.leedslearning.net 
�

 When you book a single computer session, how long d o 
you get? 

………………………...………………………………….. 

..………………………………………….. 

Rt/E3.7    Rt/L1.5 
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Using the Leodis website. 
 
 
 
 
 
One of the most popular websites in libraries is Leodis. 
 
Leodis has thousands of pictures of Leeds. Some pictures are quite 
new, some are over 100 years old.  
 
The website has pictures of buildings, places and people. 
 
You can find the Leodis website at www.leodis.net  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Middleton library in the 1950s. Middleton library t oday. 

 Use a library computer and go 
to www.leodis.net  

 Type the area of Leeds where 
you live into the search box. 

 Click Go! 
 Can you find an old picture that 
shows the area where you live? 

Rt/E2.1          Rt/E3.5 
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Library quiz.  
See how many of these questions you can answer.  
You can find the answers by looking around the library. 
If you cannot find an answer in the library, you could:  

·  Ask a member of staff 
·  Look on the internet at www.leeds.gov.uk/libraries   
·  Look on the library catalogue at 

http://librarycatalogue.leedslearning.net/TalisPrism/ 

 
 How much does it cost to print from the computers?  

 What number is on the spine of the poetry books? 

 How much does it cost to reserve a book? 

 Name one newspaper that is available to read in the  library. 

 

 Name one author whose surname begins with T.   

 

 How many books can you borrow? 

 What number is on the spine of the travel books?  

 How many computers are in the library?  

 What time does the library close today?

 

 

 

………………………...……………………………….. 

………………….………………………………………

 

 

 

 

Rt/E3.7    Rt/E2.4    Rt/E3.5    Rw/E2.5    Rw/E3.4 
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The booklet is intended for Skills for Life tutors, their students and 
library staff. 

 
 

Leeds Libraries are helping people to improve their Skills for Life. 
More information about the work we do can be found online at 

www.leeds.gov.uk 


